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CHARACTERS

ACTOR 1: Ayn Rand, Father, Florence
Ni ghtingal e, Gymmastics Teacher,
Expect ant Mot her.

ACTOR 2: Gl

ACTOR 3: Boy

AYN RAND
The Fount ai nhead.

G RL
What ?

AYN RAND
Read it and you wi |l understand.

G RL
Under st and what ?

FATHER

We nust give all of our nobney to the cause.

A RL
Yes, absolutely. The cause is the nost inportant thing there
is.

FLORENCE NI GHTI NGALE
Wap the bandage taut but not tight. There is a difference.
Taut, not tight.

G RL
| will wap the bandage taut, as | was taught to do.

GYMNASTI CS TEACHER
That's the ugliest handstand |'ve ever seen! Point your
t oes and squeeze your butt!

G RL
Yes, |'m squeezing ny butt and pointing nmy toes. |I'm
i magi ning nyself to be a strai ght unbreakable Iine.
AYN RAND
Just open the book.
G RL

| don't want to!

EXPECTANT MOTHER
Pi nk or blue honey? What do you think? Honey? Honey! Pink
or blue?



Pi nk or bl ue?

Pi nk or bl ue?

That's funny. | said-

That's funny. | said-

Who are you?

Who are you?

Can you stop tal king?

Can you stop tal king?

"' m tal ki ng.

" m tal ki ng.

This is annoyi ng.

This is annoyi ng.

This is really annoyi ng.

This is really annoyi ng.

| said stop it!

| said stop it!

St op copyi ng ne!

G RL

(Al nost si nmul t aneousl y)

BOY

G RL turns to BOY.
G RL

BOY

G RL

BOY

G RL

BOY

G RL

BOY

G RL

BOY

G RL

BOY

G RL

BOY

G RL

She studies him



BOY
St op copyi ng ne!

Si | ence.
G RL
(carefully)
Oh, | see. You're ny reflection.
BOY
Ch, | see. You're ny reflection.
A RL
VWell just stop for a nonent.
BOY
Well just stop for a noment.

(As fast as she can)

A RL
Everyone wants sonething fromne and |I'mscared of letting
everyone down and what if | |let them down how are they going
to look at nme differently and better yet how am| going to
| ook at nyself and oh ny god if you don't stop it I am going
to hit you in the face and break your cheekbone and brui se
your eye until you cry heavy tomato tears that sting and
burn now just answer ny question pink or blue? Pink or blue
pi nk or blue pink or blue pink or blue?

BOY
(Si mul t aneousl y)
Everyone wants sonething fromme and |I'm scared of letting
everyone down and what if | let them down how are they going
to look at nme differently and better yet how am| going to
| ook at nyself and oh nmy god if you don't stop it...

BOY trails off as G RL catches her
br eat h.

A RL
Ww. | didit. |I broke away fromny reflection
(checki ng her surroundi ngs)
The world hasn't exploded yet. Do you know what that neans?
This was neant to be. Wiy don't you talk to me? Cone on
You can do it. You don't have to copy nme anynore. Just say
sonet hi ng.

BOY
You're pretty.

G RL
Real | y? Thanks.



BOY
You' re ugly.

G RL
That's not nice.

BOY
You're fat.

G RL
Hey!

BOY
You're skinny. You're tall. You' re short.

G RL
Stop it.

BOY

Pink or blue. Pink or blue pink or blue pink or blue? Do you
dr eanf?

A RL
Funny you shoul d ask.

G RL turns away from her reflection.
Refl ection turns away from her.

G RL
| had a dream about Ayn Rand early this norning and she told
me to read her book The Fountai nhead. | thought it was odd

that she would, you know, try to pawn her book off on ne. |
told her it was a really Iong book and that | didn't think
woul d have tine to read it. She said...

AYN RAND
But you are dreamng. And in dreans, tine bends to your wll.

A RL
(to Ayn)
But | have to take ny tabby cat to the vet and | have dirty
di shes piling up in the sink and I need to clean out ny
fridge because the salad | bought is rotting and this was
like the fifth time | bought salad and left it to rot in the
fridge. So if you could maybe just give nme the gist of it.

AYN RAND
&, fine. 1'll tell you.

G RL
Thank you thank you thank you thank you.

AYN RAND
You can be selfish



G RL

What ?
AYN RAND
It is ok to be selfish
G RL
(Cauti ousl y)
Hm k. Thanks Ayn. You're a good friend. WII | ever
see you agai n?
AYN RAND

Probably not.

She addresses her refl ection. Her

reflection is still turned away

from her.

G RL
And she was right. | never saw her again. | didn't really
under stand what she was trying to tell nme. But | woke up
and felt different sonehow. | went to work and to parties

and to church and everywhere | went | ran into peopl e eager
totell nme TH S should be THAT way, and THAT should be TH' S

way, but | ignored them And | started to like it. Then
bl i nked ny eyes and | was a very old woman. | don't even
remenber the last time | looked in the mrror until now. Now

| realize what Ayn was trying to teach ne in nmy dream so
| ong ago.

BOY
You coul d not please everyone.

G RL
So | chose to please none.
(Beat)
You know what? | think | |ike blue.

END OF PLAY
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