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(The chorus nenbers assenble in sone sort of stylized
formation. Throughout the course of the piece, they wll
utilize sinple props such as varying |l engths and col ors of
fabric, sticks, etc. Also, wooden bl ocks could be used as a
musi cal device to accentuate certain nonents in the play)

NARRATOR

(Reading froma scrol

or | arge book)
Shortly after the creation of the
earth and the sky, people settled in
the deltas of the Hong Ha river in
northern Vietnam WId beasts |lived
anong the Vietnanese. One day, a
god by the nane of Lac Long Quan
appeared in the country of Lac Viet.

CHORUS
Lac Long Quan

Lac Long Quan is revealed from behind sone fabric

NARRATOR
Hi s father, King Duong Vuong, was a
mount ai n god

Ki ng Duong Vuong appearing hi gh above the others

NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
...and his nother, Ho Dong Di nh, was
a wat er goddess.

Ho Dong Di nh appears behind sonme flow ng silk. She is covered
with red fabric

NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
Not only was Ho Dong Di nh a powerful
goddess, she also had the ability to
transformherself into a sea dragon

Ho Dong Dinh covers herself with the red fabric and freezes
in a dragon-1like pose

NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
Her son had inherited these magical
power s.

Ho Dong Di nh hands Lac Long Quan a piece of red fabric. He
wraps it around his wai st
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NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
Wiile traveling through the wild
nmount ai ns and val | eys, Lac Long Quan
cane upon a coastal area of southeast
Lac Viet.

CHORUS
Lac Vi et

NARRATOR
There at Lac Viet, Lac Long Quan
st opped, and stood in horror of seeing
a sea nonster destroying the
popul ation of Lac Viet.

The Chorus becones villagers struggling wwth a sea nonster

NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
Lac Long Quan pulled a red hot spear
he found froma nearby fire, ran up
to the nonster and threw t he spear
into its' nouth. The nonster groaned
for many nonents, and then died.

Parts of the chorus that made up the nonster, fall to the
gr ound

NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
Lac Long Quan cut the nonster into
three pieces and threw each one into
different areas of Vietnam The
head becane a noutain named Cao Dao
Son.

CHORUS
Cao Dao Son

Lac Long Quan throws an invisible head into one part of the
stage, as chorus nenbers form a nountain

NARRATOR
The body becane Cao Dau Thuy.

CHORUS
Cao Dau Thuy

Lac Long Quan throws an invisible body into another part of
the stage, as chorus nenbers forma small hil

NARRATOR
The tail becane Bach Long Viet.
CHORUS
Bach Long Vi et
Lac Long Quan throws an invisible tail into another part of
the stage, as chorus nenbers formanother hill with a row of

trees
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NARRATOR
The surviving people of Lac Viet
prai sed the hero, and Lac Long Quan
knew it was tine to | eave them

Lac Long Quan noves through the parading crowd and di sappears
upst age

NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
Lac Long Quan headed for the Long
Bi en regi on where he sensed danger
was present.

CHORUS
Danger

NARRATOR
Lac Long Quan di scovered the
i nhabi tants of Long Bien were being
terrorized by a giant fox and were
being held captive in its' cave.
Lac Long Quan fought for three
rut hl ess days and three ruthless
nights until he finally beat the
gi ant fox, which shrank down into
it's normal size and ran away. Qur
hero entered the caves and set the
i nhabi tants free.

CHORUS
Free.

Lac Loung Quan crosses towards a group of people and | eads
t hem out of an imagi nary cave

NARRATOR
But our hero's job was not over.
Lac Long Quan fought his biggest
battl e at Phong Chau agai nst the
nmonster of trees.

Chorus forms into the nonster of trees as Lac Long Quan
struggles with it

NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
But this battle proved to be too
much for Lac Long Quan. As our hero
fell, all seenmed to be lost. Wth
his | ast breath, Lac Long Quan called
out for his Father's help.

CHORUS
Fat her!

NARRATOR
From a gust of wi nd appeared Kinh
Duong Vuong and chased t he nonster
of trees to the south.
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Ki nh Duong Vuong appears, and chases the nonster of trees
away. Leaving Lac Loung Quan fallen on the ground

NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
Lac Long Quan lay there, notionless.
The peopl e of Phong Chau surrounded
hi m and began to nourn.

Chorus nenbers surround the fallen hero and start to cover
himwith white fabric

NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
Then the bl ood of the dragon inside
hi m began to boil and his heart
started back up as the fire of the
dragon inside woke himup fromhis
stillness. Lac Loung Quan awoke and
t he peopl e cheered.

Chorus nenbers cheer and help Lac Long Quan to his feet, and
eventually onto their shoul ders

NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
Havi ng brought peace to the three
countries, our hero was so noved by
t hese unfortunate and sinpl e peopl e,
that he decided to stay and protect
them During this tinme, he taught
themto grow rice, cook it, and cut
trees to build hones that sheltered
themfromthe rain, wnd, and savage
beasts. He also educated themin
the famly virtues of parents and
spouses. The people | oved himand
considered himas their father, the
one who gave themtheir lives. But
it was not to last. After sone tine,
Lac Long Quan's nother called for
hi m

The Chorus becones still, and Ho Dong D nh appears through
flowng silk

NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
It was tinme for himto return to his
home in the Pal ace of the Waters.
The people were tearful of his
departure. But before he left, Lac
Long Quan told the people that if
t hey ever experienced any m sfortune,
to call himaloud. To say "Father"
and he woul d return.

Lac Long Quan departs fromthe Chorus
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NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
The people live in peace and happi ness

for many years, until....one day, De
Lai, the Lord of the Hi gh Regi ons of
the North. ..

Enter De Lai and his troops, threatending with sticks

NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
...along with his troops, invaded
Lac Viet while bringing with himhis
beauti ful daughter Au Co.

CHORUS
Au Co.

Au Co is reveal ed surrounded by flowers. De Lai and his
troops march around Au Co, as she stands oblivious to what
i s happeni ng

NARRATOR
De Lai oppressed the people and nade
them supply his arny with neat and
rice.

The troops use sone of the chorus nenbers as tables and
chairs. At this tine, the actor playing Lac Long Quan is
pl aced on stage as a table, with fabric covering him This
shoul d not be obvious to anyone.

NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
A long tine had passed and the people
were in great distress. Finally
they decided to call for Lac Long

Quan.

CHORUS
Fat her! Fat her! Cone back and save
us.

NARRATOR

And before another breath was taken,
Lac Long Quan appeared before their
eyes.

Lac Long Quan junps out fromunderneath the fabric

NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
But De Lai was nowhere to be found.
Lac Long Quan wandered through the
| and of Lac Viet searching for De
Lai when suddenly he felt a dark
shadow fall across the sun

The Chorus freezes, holding black fabric in stylized positions
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NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
He | ooked up to see a nonstrous bl ack
bi rd.

The Chorus turns the black fabric into a giant bird,
unraveling the black fabric to reveal a giant w ngspan. A
chorus nenber holds up two red balls on sticks. These are
the bird' s denon eyes

NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
As Lac Long Quan watched, this Denon
Bi rd swooped down and seized a fragile
white crane, which had been resting
nearby. Lac Long Quan grabbed a rock
and hurled it at the Denon Bird.
The bird lost its grip on the crane.
Furious, the bird turned to attack
Lac Long Quan. It transforned itself
into a giant tiger and pounced on
the young god. The fight was bitter,
but eventually, Lac Long Quan gai ned
t he upper hand.

After a nmoment, Lac Long Quan notices the fallen crane and
goes to it.

NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
The crane was stunned but not badly
hurt. As Lac Long Quan drew near, it
awoke, and in a flutter of white
feathers, was transfornmed into its
true formthat of a beautiful fairy
named Au Co. Lac Long Quan was stunned
by the young woman's beauty. "WII
you be ny wife?" he stammered. Au
Co agreed and they were narri ed.

The Chorus surrounds the two of themw th flowers

NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
In the mddle of a |lush garden,
i nhabi ted by many species of aninmals,
they built a stilt house.

De Lai appears

NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
But Pe Lai, com ng back in rage,
sent his troops out to besiege the
town. But Lac Long Quan comranded
savage beasts to push hi m back

De Lai and his troops are swept up by pieces of fabric

NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
| ncapabl e of struggling agai nst such
a strong son-in-law, Pe Lai w thdrew
( MORE)
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NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
fromLac Viet, |eaving his daughter
on the strange | and.

The Chorus nenbers surround Lac Long Quan and Au Co with
fl owers.

NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
Thei r happi ness was conpl ete when, a
year later, Au Co gave birth. She
did not bear a child, but rather a
gol den pouch, which | ooked like a
gi ant flower and contai ned one hundred
eggs. Each egg hatched to reveal a
perfect baby boy.

Vari ous Chorus nenbers appear from behind pieces of fabric.

NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
Wthin a few years, Au Co and Lac
Long Quan's nagi cal sons had grown
into brave and gentl e young nen.
Despite her beautiful children, Au
Co was not entirely happy.

Slowy the flowers disappear fromAu Co's sight.

NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
As the son of a water goddess, Lac
Long Quan preferred to live
underwater. This watery environnent
did not suit his wife, who spent
nost of her tinme on | and.

Au Co crosses to a platform standi ng high above Lac Long
Quan. She wat ches hi m down bel ow, playing with his children.

NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
Separated from her husband for |ong
periods, Au Co grew |lonely and
homesi ck. She began to dream of her
lofty, native land. | mss the
mount ai ns of nmy birth, sighed Au Co.

Lac Long Quan hears this, stops for a long nmonent, and turns
to her.

NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
Lac Long Quan | ooked at his wife
sadly. Finally, he reached a deci sion.
"I am a sea dragon by nature," he
said. "You, ny wife, are a nountain
fairy. Qur habits and needs are
different and we nust live apart. It
is difficult, but at |east we have
had our tine together. Then he turned
to their children. "Half of you wll

( MORE)



The two groups split,
| ook to each other,

final
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NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
acconpany your nother to the nountains
and half of you will live beside the
sea with ne. If either group should
ever face grave danger, the other
group will cone to their aid. So it
was that fifty sons foll owed Au Co
into the nountains, where they grew
corn and rice. The other group
foll owed Lac Long Quan to the coast.
They lived by fishing.

NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
Only in tinmes of grave danger woul d
they neet. These two groups were
ancestors of the Hung ki ngs who
founded the country Au Lac in the
area that is now Vietnam

NARRATOR ( CONT' D)
Today, everyone in Vietnam knows
this story. Everyone renenbers that
t he people of Vietnam are descended
from Lac Long Quan and Au Co, a sea
dragon and a nountain fairy.

Nguyen

as Lac Long Quan and Au Co share one
and then they both exit.



